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Press Release
Rwanda Development Board on a verge to introduce new tourism products 

On the 18th Feb 2010, the ST-EP Rwanda (sustainable Tourism, Eliminating Poverty), a project operating under RDB/tourism & Conservation together with SNV organized a 5 day Familiarization trip in Lake Kivu area for the media and tour operators so as to get a clear view of the product and inputs from RTTA (Rwanda tour and travel association) one of project stakeholders before the development of the trail marketing strategy.

The new product which at the moment is known as the Congo Nile Trail is an 8-day hiking, 6 days cycling and 4-day experience by 4x4 vehicles.

With 6 camping sites identified so far, the trail which covers 202 Kms on Lake Kivu shores is full of tourism attractions; it goes through various districts in the Western Province that include Rubavu, Rutsiro, Karongi, Nyamasheke and Rusizi.  

The attraction include Lake Kivu and all the islands that can be seen along the trail, another product that can be enjoyed at the tracker’s demand is the latest RDB-T&C product the Umunezero boat, where one can get a closer view of all the Island that include Napoleon’s Island-home to over a thousand bats Amahoro Island, also known as peace Island. In Rubavu the trail starts of at the heated valley of the Nyamyumba Hot spring located Bralirwa Bay, and other nature attractions like the overnight traditional fishing experience. 

Found also in the trail route, important historical attractions like Bigirumwami’s residence, the old styled house was built in 1947 and later renovated by Bishop Bigirumwami’s the first African-Rwandese catholic Bishop, Gihaya Island which had the residence of King Baudouin of Belgium in Rusizi District and the first Germany military post at Shangi, Nyamasheke district. 
Eco tourism programs such as the coffee routes in Nkora, Kinunu and Musasa where people can enjoy the crop to cup experience, Pfunda and Gisovu tea routes for the leaves to cup experience
In a bit to increase awareness and give access to information on tourism products and facilities in the 3 DMAs around and in Lake Kivu RDB/Tourism & Conservation in corroboration with District partners have opened an tourism information center (TIC) in Rubavu district and will soon open 2 more in Karongi and Rusizi districts 

For more information on Rwanda’s tourism experiences, please Contact please contact RDB- tourism and Conservation office on Tel: 252576514 /252576515 or email public_relations@rwandatourism.com or visit our website at www.rwandatourism.com 

Notes to editors

· SNV works to develop pro-poor sustainable tourism by helping tourism stakeholders to develop policies and practices that contribute to poverty alleviation. SNV strengthen clients’ abilities to enhance the local socio-economic impact from tourism through services that improve product quality and commercialization in tourism destinations, Mainstreaming’ inclusive business’/pro-poor principles in private sector businesses, and Improving policy making and sector coordination 
· ST-EP Rwanda project started in 2009 with an aim to Diversifying Rwandan tourism product in introducing a new Trekking/hiking tourism product on Lake Kivu shores and to eradicate poverty by maximizing pro-poor tourism opportunities. The project is funded by UNWTO and operates under RDB/Tourism &Conservation in partnership with SNV Rwanda 

